


Facebook's new headquarters in Menlo Park, just north of Palo Alto, 
California. The huge complex is made up of 11 buildings and sprawls 57 
acres. It can hold 3,600 people and has 3,700 parking spots, but it can 
be expanded for more than that because the company has also bought 
an additional 22 acres of land nearby in case they are needed.

Sources: 
news.softpedia.com

google.com
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There are many different stories in this fourth issue of 
, but I would like to call your attention, however, to a couple of 

articles about the situation of women at work around the world. Full 
disclosure: most of the figures and information in those articles were 
extracted directly from a 14-page special report published in The Economist. 
What I did was simply select the facts that I thought were more relevant and 
repackaged them, presenting the information in a different format. 
Condensing the information was not easy, but the truth is that I relied heavily 
on the report. The rest of the articles, as usual, were written entirely by me.

I remind you that this magazine has a Facebook group: Babyshark's Minority 
Report, that complements it, because that is where I post additional 
material, like videos and interesting links, and where you can actively 
participate and interact with me. The magazine is hosted in a blog 
(babysharkminorityreport.wordpress.com). 

The articles are now available individually, as well, so it is not necessary to 
download the whole magazine. Most, if not all articles, will be available in 
Spanish in the blog  as well, soon.

There is still no advertising. I  still very reluctant to even think about that. 
Hopefully I will find some way to avoid traditional advertising.

I hope you find the material enjoyable and interesting. Please, do let me 
know what you think. I'm open to all opinions and suggestions for stories.

Babyshark's Minority 
Report

'm



1

6

5

8

4

2

3

7

Online shoppers in China today. 
Another 30 million Chinese will go 
online to shop in the next years. This 
would make China the most valuable 
e-commerce market in the world in 
aproximately 4 years.

economist.com

Estimated murder rate per year in 
Caracas.There are no official figures 
for 2011, but in 2010 it was the 
“murder capital of the world” with 
the highest rate of all countries, 
averaging one every hour. It also has 
has the highest rate of kidnappings 
and rapes. Even living in Iraq is safer.  

osac.gov

wikipedia.org

The year Brazil will overtake all 
European economies, including 
Germany's. Brazil now has the 
world's sixth largest economy. With 
a GDP of $2.44 trillion, it has 
outranked the United Kingdom for 
the first time, according to a 
reportpublished by Folha de Sao 
Paulo based on data from the IMF, 
Economist Intelligence Unit and 
Business Monitor International.

globalpost.com

The population of the Greater Tokyo 
Area, considered the biggest 
megacity in the world. The area also 
has the largest metropolitan 
economy in the world.

The growth expected for Ghana for 
the year 2011 in economic research 
led by Economy Watch with data 
coming from the IMF's tracker of 
GDP Growth in constant prices in 
the national currency. Its growth is 
faster than China's.

blogs.worldbank.org

imf.org

ine.es

Number of overnight hotel stays in Spain in 
October. Despite a 21,52% unemployment 
rate, the country's tourism sector continues 
to be strong. Regions with highest occupancy 
are Canary Islands, Madrid and Balearic 
Islands. The highest increase: German 
visitors (14%). Total increase in hotel stays is 
a 3,2% compared to October last year. 

Percentage that Kazakhstan's real 
GDP expanded in 2010 The IMF 
projects that it will further expand 
by 6½ percent this year. Oil, 
minerals, and related services will 
continue to be key drivers of 
growth. 

28 million people over the age of 45 active 
on Facebook, a demographic that continues 
to grow. The 55-64 age group is almost the 
size of the 13-17 group.

kenburbary.com



Sources:
nrao.edu
eso.org
conicyt.cl
space.com
bohemia.cu
universetoday.com 

Somewhere deep in the Chilean Atacama desert, in a 
Plateau called Chajnantor, which in kunza language 
means “place of departure”, 5,000m above sea level, 
one of the most ambicious astronomic projects is 
underway. It is called the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array, or ALMA. It is the 
world's most complex array of ground-based 
telescopes ever attempted. Although it is scheduled to 
be completed in 2013, and will consist of some fifty 
12m antennas plus an additional compact array of 
other smaller antennae, scientists are already using it 
to explore the Universe. 

These are by no means the only telescopes in this 
remote area of Chile, where the atmosphere is pure 
and skies are clear more than 320 nights per year. The 
extreme dryness of the desert, produced by the 
Humboldt current, the thin air of the desert, the 
altitude, and its location, between two mountain 
ranges, make it the ideal place to observe the stars. 
Chile today has the biggest concentration of powerful 
telescopes in the world. 

But, what makes the ALMA important? It will be 
equipped with state-of-the-art receivers that cover 
all the atmospheric windows up to 1 Thz (terahertz). 
Most of the photons in the Universe are in this 
wavelength range (less than 1 millimeter in the 
electromagnetic spectrum), which means that we 
can now watch planet formation, investigate 
astrochemistry and detect the light that is finally 
reaching us from the Universe's earliest galaxies. 
Until very recently detecting coherent terahertz 
electromagnetic radiation was technically 
challenging, and the opacity of the Earth's 
atmosphere to terahertz or submillimeter radiation 
restricts observatories to very high altitude sites, or 
to space. ALMA will allow scientists to unravel 
longstanding and important astronomical mysteries. 
This is a tremendous advancement for astronomy and 
opens new frontiers.

This is the first image produced by Alma, it shows the Antennae Galaxies (also 
known as NGC 4038 and 4039), a pair of colliding spiral galaxies found about 70 
million light-years away in the constellation Corvus (The Crow). 



Sources: 
space.com
wikipedia.org
NASA/ESA 

559 kilometers above us, the Hubble Space Telescope, one of the largest 
and most versatile space telescopes ever built, still hovers silently, looking 
out into space, slowly uncovering its secrets for us. Since the telescope 
orbits outside the distortion of Earth's atmosphere, it can take extremely 
sharp images of space, especially of very distant objects in galaxies far, far 
away.

This image, taken recently by the Hubble, shows a turbulent region located 
2,000 light-years away, in the direction of the constellation of Cygnus (The 
Swan). The nebula seen here measures about two light years across its 
longest axis. Just trying to imagine something that big, which in turn is only 
a minuscule speck in the inmensity of space, is intimidating.

The photograph captures the furious activity in the nebula, the result of a 
massive young star -15 times the size of our sun- being born. The new star, 
in the final stages of its formation, and named S106-IR, is located at the 
center and it is barely visible through the thick streams of dust and 
violently ejected material (colored brown). The light blue areas show the 
turbulence created by the super hot jets of gas slamming into the cloud of 
hydrogen the star is forming from. At the edges we can see how the gas has 
been compressed by the pressure. 

 This picture was taken by Hubble in February. The composite photo was 
created by stitching together two images taken in infrared light. 



Intellectual property rights enforcement is considered today crucial to sustaining economic 
growth across all industries around the world. Some economists estimate that up to two thirds 
of the value of large businesses in the US can be traced to intangible assets. Intellectual 
property protection stimulates innovation, the thinking goes. Creators will not have sufficient 
incentive to invent unless they are entitled to obtain value from their inventions.

The origin of the concept of intellectual property goes some time back, the legal term is pretty 
recent. We can find the first traces in Jewish Law but the notion of intellectual creations as 

thproperty did not appear until the 16  century. Patents evolved from royal prerogative -Queen 
Elizabeth I gave royal grants for monopoly privileges- to the legal right of any inventor to have 
exclusive control over the production and sale of his invention. In section 1 of the French Law 
of 1791 it says that all new discoveries are the property of the author. The author is granted a 

thpatent for five, ten or fifteen years. It was not until the 19  century, however, when the term 
intellectual property began to be used, and it has not been common worldwide until the end of 

ththe 20 . Although there are some unresolved ethical issues with intellectual property, 
especially when it comes to life-saving medicines or genetically modified seed that are given 
intellectual property protection, in general terms intellectual property is considered 
absolutely fundamental for trade and development.

Sources:
dailymail.co.uk
reuters.com

One of the most flagrant cases of breach of intellectual property was discovered by a 
blogger in China this year. 5 fake Apple stores that sold authentic -but unauthorized- Apple 
products. So realistic were the stores that even the employees thought they worked for 
Apple. Chinese entrepreneurs are not only copying products now, they are appropriating 
successful retail concepts, replicating the look and feel of stores and in effect pirating the 
whole brand experience, the most valuable asset for many companies. 

11 Furniture, a Chinese furniture retailer in the city of Kinming, has taken this practice a 
little further still. They have created a 10,000-square-meter, four-story replica of an IKEA 
store. Not a full copy, because they have not actually used the IKEA logo, but nearly 
everything else, including the blue-and-yellow color scheme, the mock-up rooms, the 
rocking chair design, the cafeteria, and even the miniature pencils. The name in Chinese 
“Shi Yi Jia Ju” also sounds like the official IKEA Chinese name “Yi Jia Jia Ju”.

China is feared because it seems to be out to conquer the world, but at the same time it is 
obvious that Chinese are fascinated and seduced by western brands and culture. Let's not 
forget that Rome conquered Greece, but it became Greek in doing so. Roman elite spoke 
and wrote Greek as fluently as Latin. Greek philosophy, religion, science, art and thought 
permeated into every aspect of Roman life. Horace once said "Graecia capta ferum 
victorim cepit et artis intulit agresti Latio" ("Conquered Greece has conquered the brute 
victor and brought her arts into rustic Latium"). 

The future doesn't just appear, it has to be invented. To invent you need the drive, the 
money, both of which China definitely has, and of course the imagination. Imagination is 
fuelled by learning, and the best way to learn is to copy. However, one thing is to copy 
products, labeling, stores, or uniforms. Copying the ideals, values or aspirations is not 
that easy. 

China does have real IKEA stores, especially in the wealthier coastal and southern cities, in 
Beijing and Shanghai. So if you want the real deal, you can have it, but you would need to 
have your purchase shipped. Why the hassle when you can have 11 Furniture? IKEA has said 
wisely that the best thing to prevent such stores from opening in the future is to open more 
stores and make IKEA products available to more people. So in the end, maybe having fake 
stores isn't that bad after all. 11 Furniture and the fake Apple stores did breach 
intellectual property rights but they also brought free publicity for Apple and IKEA. They 
also showed there is demand for their products. If anything, they simply paved the way for 
the American and Swedish brands, giving customers just a taste and creating anticipation 
for the real thing.

On the outside the fake and the real IKEA couldn't be more different (above)...on the inside, however...



Maisons-Laffitte is a small village located 
just 18 kilometers from the center of Paris. 
The Seine here bends in a way that 
resembles its path through the City of 
Light. This was precisely reason behind the 
decision to turn this small town into a “city 
of lights”. 

It was an ambitious plan designed to 
deceive German pilots during World War I. 
Using the river as a reference, a fake Paris 
was built. It was considered close enough to 
the real Paris to fool pilots in these pre-
radar days, in which planes were heavy in 
fuel, to travel long distances, and light in 
bombs, which were literally thrown by 
hand. The capital's layout was to be 
replicated in the Forêt de Saint-Germaine 
and, apart from Maisons-Laffitte, it would 
also include the villages of Sartrouville, 
Montigny-les-Cormeil les,  Herblay, 
Conflans-Ste-Honorine, Beauchamp and 
Pierrelaye.

The fake Paris, which started being built in 1917, was going to have 
false streets lined with electric lights, false rail stations and even 
false industry. Famous quartiers of Paris, including those around the 
Arc de Triomphe and Opera, were created, as well as industrial 
suburbs like Saint-Denis and Aubervilliers. Designed to disorient 
German aviators during a hypothetical nocturnal bombing, the “city” 
was nothing more than basic wooden structures, which would be 
illuminated at night to represent buildings and boulevards. Big 
luminous canvases were used to imitate the glow of train stations. 
This original plan of a virtual city, created exclusively to take the 
blow if the Germans decided to attack, was first published in 1920, in 
the November issue of The Illustrated London News. Still today not 
many people, even in Paris, know of this ingenious plan. 

Two of the original plans are shown here, next to current satellite 
images. In red, le Place de l'Étoile and la Gare d'Orsay, for reference. 
The war ended before the scheme was completed; so both cities, the 
real one and its ghost sister, were spared from the bombs; but the 
few photographs and plans that have survived are examples of 
human creativity in the face of adversity and danger.

An enormous canvas would be illuminated at night to represent the Parisian Gare de l'Est

Sources:
longstreet.typepad.com 
climateerinvest.blogspot.com 
bigthink.com
dailymail.co.uk

“Streets” of Paris



Driverless trains have been around for some time now; cities 
like Ankara, Bangkok, Barcelona, Copenhagen, Detroit, 
Dubai, Hong Kong, Las Vegas, Sao Paulo or Tokyo have at least 
one fully automatized line. The advantages of automatic 
trains are clear. Trains can be shorter and run more frequently 
(arrival time is shown in seconds rather than in minutes) 
without increasing staff and costs, the service frequency can 
be adjusted to meet sudden unexpected demands like sports 
events or trade fairs, and they are much safer than traditional 
trains -none has ever had a serious accident. Intruder 
detection systems are also more effective than humans in 
stopping trains if there is something on the tracks. Train 
turnover time at terminals can be extremely short, reducing 
the number of trains needed. There are financial savings in 
both energy and wear costs as well, because the trains are 
driven to an optimum specification.

In November the RATP (Régie Autonome des Transports 
Parisiens) announced the first driverless trains on Line 1 of 
the metro in Paris. Opened in 1900 for the Exposition 
Universelle, this line is the oldest in the city and connects 
the east and west of the city along 17 kilometers of track, 
carrying up to 725,000 passengers per day. It took 4 years 
of renovations, and for the first time in a project like this a 
line was automated without any major disruption to the 
service, which was an incredible challenge for engineers. 
Some traditional trains will continue to run until complete 
automatization of the line in 2013. Line 1 includes some of 
the most important tourist attractions in Paris, the most 
important tourist destination in the world. These include 
the Bastille, the Tuileries Gardens, the Louvre, Place de la 
Concorde, Champs-Elysées, Arc de Triomphe and the high-
rise district La Défense.

The trains have been equipped with intercoms to allow 
contact with a command centre supervisor at all times. 
Thanks to cameras installed on board, supervisors can 
instantly assess live situations and take decisions in real 
time while staying in contact with passengers. Trains have 
also improved lighting and have been outfitted with air-
conditioning.

But, does the automatization of Line 1 mean that all its 
drivers will be out of work? Well, this is France, after all, so 
the issue is delicate. While in the mid and long term it is 
likely that drivers will disappear altogether, Line 1 will be 
keeping all of its 242 drivers, for now at least, and is 
retraining them to circulate the platforms and the trains, 
providing help or assistance. 

Sources:
ourmta.org

smartplanet.com 
siemens.com

mic-ro.com 
meteorry (flickr.com)



On the 17 August 1661, a 22-year-old Louis XIV attended a party like 
no other. Nicolas Fouquet, his Surintendant des finances organized 
an memorable event to conmemorate the completion of his 
marvellous new château at Vaux-Le-Vicomte, a task carried out by a 
small army of 18,000 men. Three villages had to be flattened and 
levelled to construct the castle and its gardens. 

Sculptors François Girardon and Nicolas Legendre were hired to help 
Charles Le Brun with the decoration for the event. On that gloriously 
sunny day, André Le Nôtre himself, who would later be hired to 
design the gardens at Versailles, accompanied the royal entourage 
around the premises. The fountains, parterres, grottos, terraces, 
canals, the statue of Hercules and the calculated reflection of the 
château's dome on the pond, awed everyone. The dinner was 
prepared by the great François Vatel. The celebrations included 
theatre by Molière, dance, comedy, ballet and spectacular 
fireworks that illuminated the sky as far as the eye could see. 

Nicolas Fouquet, already considered a corrupt minister, could not 
imagine that this display of splendour would convince the King and 
his advisers that he was misusing the money he received in the form 
of credit from the crown. 

Only a couple of weeks after the event, the King ordered one of his 
musketeers, D'Artagnan, to arrest Fouquet. He was brought to trial for 
financial misdealings.

Many believe that this was the way for the young Louis to show everyone 
that no one should try to eclipse the King, or maybe he was just simply 
jealous. Fouquet was in fact arrested on the monarch's 23rd birthday. 
The process lasted three long years, and in the end Fouquet was not 
executed, as was the King's desire, but sentenced to 15 years in prison in 
Pignerol -in the Alps- where he would ultimately die. Louis then 
proceeded to loot Vaux; tapestries, brocade and silver ornaments were 
taken away and even young trees were removed and taken to Versailles, 
where the King had started to expand his château there. 

Vaux-Le-Vicompte is one of the most incredible architectural 
experiences in France. The complex relationship between the château 
and the other secondary buildings, the sequence of gardens, the 
carefully studied perspectives, optical illusions and surprises, like the 
moat, hidden from view until the very last minute, make it a unique 
place. It was also the perfect showcase for master gardener André Le 
Nôtre, who went on to become the King's gardener and was 
commissioned his most important work at Versailles.

Sources: 
The Sun King's Garden: Louis XIV, Andre Le Nôtre and 
the Creation of the Gardens of Versailles. Ian Thompson

wikipedia.org
vaux-le-vicomte.com



What is beautiful and what is not? For more than a thousand years it was 
fairly easy, because style was more or less dictated. Good architecture had 
to follow a clear set of rules. But our definition of beauty evolved, in 
architecture as in everything else, to the point that the word itself has lost 
part of its mystery and intensity to become bland and superfluous. Despite 
no lack of publications and opinion makers trying to influence our 
preferences, the enormous amount of information that we have today has 
definitely had an effect in what we consider beautiful. There are so many 
options now that what we find beautiful may even change from one day to 
the next. Our own definition of beauty is as frivolous and inconstant as can 
be.

thBack in the 18  century, though, taste was a relevant matter, and the debate 
about what was beautiful and what was not was a very serious one. The 
development of the concept of the sublime as an aesthetic quality, was 
developed during this period, for example, and was described by Edmund 
Burke as a sort of “negative pain” and fear that caused delight, especially 
when admiring nature. Extreme beauty could even be painful.

For  Viscount Bangor and Lady Anne Bligh the debate about style 
was very serious as well. So much, in fact, that they would 
simply not agree about the look of their new castle. He was as 
passionate about Classicism as she was about Gothic 
architecture. In the end, the architect, whose name of course 
did not go down in History, took a radical approach and built the 
castle in both styles. One half of it is virile and Palladian, the 
other half is more delicate and ornate, with pointed and ogee 
arch windows and decorated pinnacles. His was the more public 
main façade and the front esplanade, hers were the marvellous 
views to Strangford lake and the Irish sea. The interiors were 
also designed and decorated in the two very distinct styles. 

thThe peculiar building did not go unnoticed at the time. 18  
century diarist Mrs. Delaney reportedly wrote “He wants taste 
and Lady Anne is so whimsical”. The castle does not make a full 
commitment to either of the two styles. Rather it is adamant 
and categorical in its duality. It is a house quite literally divided 
into two, almost like two different doll houses opened in half 
and glued together, the result being unique in its eccentricity. It 
is neither one thing nor the other, but something in between. As 
architectural historian Desmond Guiness once called it “a 
remarkable architectural and matrimonial compromise”.

nationaltrust.org.uk
gothic.stir.ac.uk
wikipedia.org

Located on a promontory at the southern end of the lough, 
in Northern Ireland, Castle Ward was probably built in the 
1760's. It is part of a 332-hectare walled demesne. 

Sources:
The Architecture of Happiness. 
Alain de Botton.



Examples of Martha Stewart's bed linens, kitchen collection, furniture, carpet tiles 

KB Home’s Mabel Bridge community in Orlando, Florida

Martha Stewart books

American business magnate and domestic guru, Martha Stewart, started as a model and then a stockbroker. She 
learnt how to cook and sew with her mother, gardening from her father, and canning and preserving from her 
grandparents. With a friend she started a catering business from her basement, which quickly became successful. 
Her first book Entertaining became a New York Times Best Seller. She wrote more books and magazine articles. She 
made numerous TV appearances and created her own magazine Martha Stewart Living and a TV program. 

In 2004 she was accused and convicted of insider trading in a scandal that involved selling her shares of a 
biopharmaceutical company. The media speculated then that this would mean the end of her empire. However,  after 
her release she launched a spectacular comeback. Her Martha Stewart Everyday line of housewares at Kmart was 
expanded, even creating a line of branded interior paint. She returned to television with her show, appeared in an 
adapted version of The Apprentice, published new books. She launched, together with a real estate developer KB 
Home, a line of houses that carry her name. 650 homes with prices ranging from $200,000 to $450,000. She struck 
deals to produce her own line of carpet tiles and to produce a Martha Stewart Vintage wine.

In 1997 she obtained funding to purchase the various ventures and consolidated them into a new company: Martha 
Stewart Living Omnimedia, to have more control of the brand. She quickly launched a catalogue business and direct-
to-consumer floral business. Two years later her company went public on the New York Stock Exchange. Stewart is a 
majority shareholder, with 96% control of voting power in the company.

Martha Stewart is part of a long tradition of women who have influenced the way people have lived in the United 
States. Ellen H. Richards, with her pragmatic ecofeminist movement at the beginning of the 20th century, Catherine 
Beecher, Mary Pattison, they were all part of this tradition. Some wrote about domestic engineering or economics. 
Martha found her place in home furnishings, domestic  decoration, cooking and crafts, and she built an empire. She 
was considered in 2001, by Ladies Home Journal, the third most powerful woman in the US. According to Forbes, her 
net worth is estimated at $638 million, only behind Oprah Winfrey and J.K. Rowling.

Sources:
marthastewart.com
achievement.org
wikipedia.org

Home, a short story of an idea. Witold Rybczynski.



In many developed countries and in China, falling birth rates cause 
populations to shrink and number of elderly rises dramatically, 
affecting economy and pensions. More working women could help stop 
the decline in the labour force.

In Europe and the US women decide on 70-80% of all household 
purchases and strongly influence other buying decisions.

Women make up just 3% of FORTUNE 500 CEO's.

In parliaments around the world women on average hold just 20% of the 
seats.

According to the OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development), the difference in median hourly earnings stands now at 
around 18%. The wage gap is still very high in Japan (almost 30%) and 
very small in countries like Sweden and in France (less than 15%).

The difference in participation of men and women in the labour force is 
high in India (women 30%, men 80%) and very low in Sweden and 
Finland.

Women are much more likely than men to work part-time, mainly 
because they work long hours at home, especially if they have children.

Except the most highly educated ones, women are much more 
concentrated than men in a few job categories: teaching, health care, 
clerical work, social care and sales. Half the employed women in rich 
countries work in just 12 of the 110 main occupations listed by the 
International Labour Force. Not many work in manual and production 
jobs, maths, physics, science, engineering or in senior managerial 
jobs. Men are more widely spread in all the occupations. Women simply 
don't want to become carpenters, electricians or machinists. 

The public sector is much more attractive for women because it 
generally pays better than the private sector. Promotions to senior 
jobs for women are more likely. Women hold 30-40% of senior 
managerial posts in central government in rich countries. Hours and 
conditions are better, and maternity agreements more generous. In 
moments of crisis, however, public-sector jobs are drastically cut, 
affecting female employment hard.

In rich countries, women over 25 with higher education are now 33%, 
compared to men, 28%. They earn more first degrees but, put off by 
academic world, get fewer PhDs. Women, thinking about having a 
family do not apply for senior posts. Having more first-level degrees 
has not translated into better job opportunities necessarily.

Becoming an entrepreneur is attractive for women: better fit 
between private life and work. Women run about a third of small 
businesses in rich countries. It is more difficult form them to get 
finance and businesses are usually smaller than those run by men.

Education for girls in poor countries has many desirable 
consequences: better job with higher pay, better health, later 
marriage, fewer children, being able to provide better care for 
family. Investing in girls is not only good but smart.

Women may not be helping themselves concentrating heavily on 
subjects that set them apart from men. In rich countries 70% of 
degrees in humanities and health go to women, this makes them less 
likely to land jobs in high-tech industries where salaries are higher. On 
MBA courses, usually the necessary path to senior corporate jobs, 
women make up only about a third of students. These differences may 
be due to ingrained stereotypes, because they vary considerably 
between countries. One example: In Japan women obtain 11% of all 
degrees in engineering. In Indonesia women obtain 50%.

In Germany women hold only 3.2% of all executive board seats in the 200 
biggest non-financial firms. In financial institutions and insurance 
companies, where half of the employees are female, the figure was similar.
In Norway the percentage is 40%. Portugal, less than 1%. The US is only 16%.

In the US women make up less than 18% of senior managers. They got paid 
less than men at every level, including the top layer.

Female managers tend to work in functional specialities, like human 
resources, rather than line management, which is the way to top levels, but 
often involves extensive travel and unsocial hours. 

Women are frequently reluctant to put themselves for promotion because 
they have few female role models to look up to and it takes a leap of 
imagination to picture themselves in charge. Whereas young male 
candidates are often guided or sponsored by older colleagues, there are 
few senior women who can do the same for younger female colleagues. Men 
also benefit from informal networks that often involve socializing after 
hours. Women may not want to join these or may find themselves excluded.

Usually the whole system of advancement within the company -mentoring, 
coaching, networking- that works well for men, works against women.

Organizations that rely heavily on their human capital, such as accountancy 
practices, consultancies and law firms have to offer a flexible work 
environment, with emphasis on getting the work done rather than being 
present, to prevent female workers from leaving the company.

Women's style of management is usually more pragmatic, more 
empathetic, more risk-averse and stronger on communication; but women 
also add diversity of experience and outlook. A more diverse team is likely 
to be better at producing new ideas.

A study by Catalyst found that the group of Fortune 500 companies with the 
highest representation of women in top management also had a much 
better return on equity than those with the lowest. They were, on average, 
more profitable and more efficient than the ones with few women. A study 
by McKinsey found that companies and organizations with more women in 
senior management did better in leadership, accountability and 
innovation, which in turn was associated with higher operating margins and 
market capitalization.

Women are more home-centered. Men are more work-centered. Many 
women simply refuse to give up family, to reach the top of companies.

Some say that taking everything into account, women in rich countries are 
as close to parity in the workforce as they ever will. That is, unless the 
nature itself of work changes, offering more flexible work for everyone.

Women can be their own worst enemies. They tend to be less confident than 
men and do not fight for their promotion or pay rises. Women are less likely 
to volunteer an opinion when they are not sure, and less likely than men to 
negotiate for themselves, although they are good negotiating for others.

Norway has a 40% quota for women on the boards of all state-owned and 
quoted companies. Spain has set a 40% target for female directors of large 
companies by 2015 and France by 2017. Britain has asked companies to set 
their own voluntary targets.

Source: All the data in this article has been extracted from the Special Report on Women and Work by The Economist (November 26th 2011).



McKinsey estimates that the US GDP is 
25% higher today thanks to women 
entering the workforce.

Eliminating remaining gap between 
male and female employment rates 
could boost GDP by 9% in the US, 13% in 
the euro zone and 15% in Japan. 
(Goldman Sachs)

Women make up 49% of China's population and 46% of 
its labour force. Other East Asian countries trail 
behind, worst of all Japan. Chinese women are also 
graduating in almost the same numbers as men. China 
also has a higher proportion of women in the top layers 
of management than many Western countries. 

China has 29 million female entrepreneurs, a quarter 
of the national total. that's more than the population 
of Venezuela or Saudi Arabia

Seven of the 14 women on last year's Forbes worldwide 
list of self-made billionaires were from China.

In China the gap between men and women in the 
market is 12 percentage points, lower than in many 
western countries. In the nordic countries the gap has 
almost disappeared. 

At 2% Yemen has probably the 
lowest percentage of women 
legislators and managers in 
the world. Not too far behind, 
its northern neighbour, Saudi 
Arabia, with 8%

Not necessarily the best place to be a 
woman, only 3% of legislators and 
managers  of  companies  and 
organizations in Pakistan are women.

Lesotho is ranked eighth in the world by the World Economic 
Forum when it comes to bridging the gap between the sexes. It 
boasts 52% of women in positions of management, both in the 
private sector and in politics.

Historically, large numbers of men from Lesotho crossed the 
border to work in South Africa's mines, forcing women to step into 
their shoes and take up school places and jobs. Men coming back 
face a more female-focused world.

One in five government ministers in Lesotho is female.

The Philippines has one of the highest levels 
of female participation in positions of power 
and management in the world, 55%.

In Panama wages for women are almost 
equal to those for men. According to the 
UN, about 97%

Percentage of women who have jobs 
in nordic countries is very high, 
more than 70%. In Finland, at times, 
there have been more women 
ministers than men. In Sweden, 
Finland and Denmark, where 
women make up about half the 
labour force, their share in public-
sector employment is 70%.

In Sweden women's wages, 
compared to men, is 91%, the 
highest in Europe.

In UN indicators that track women's 
wages relative to men's, Austria does 
quite poorly compared to other 
countries in Europe (62%). Only a 
little better than  Kazakhstan (68%) 
and far below France (83%) or Latvia 
(81%).

Sources:
The Economist
bbc.co.uk
unstats.un.org
wikipedia.org

Women's wages index relative to men in 
Australia is one of the highest in the world, 90%



In Nordic countries taking care of the very young is considered a 
responsibility of society as a whole. Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway and Sweden, have been considered the forerunners in 
designing family-friendly policies. They have been successful in 
maintaining a high rate of female labor force participation 
without reducing fertility to the low levels typical today in 
many other European countries. 

There are generous parental leave schemes that include high 
compensation rates, which makes it possible for mothers to 
take considerable time out of work and return to their previous 
job afterwards. Formal rights to maternity leave make it easier 
for mothers to keep a formal attachment to their previous job 
and employer, and means that mothers do not have to start 
‘from scratch’ when returning to the labor market after the 
childbirth and childrearing period. Career breaks, like when a 
woman has a baby, can have a devastating effect on her lifetime 
earnings, pension rights, promotion, and loss of seniority in a 
company. In fact, it is a clear trend in rich countries today, 
women are having children later in their lives and increasingly 
many are not having any children at all.

Studies comparing German, Swedish, British and Dutch women 
have found that family policy schemes have a large impact on 
the behavior of mothers with respect to returning to work after 
child birth. The right to paid maternity leave with job-
protection speeds up the return to employment. Women who 
have this right are much more likely to resume employment.

Of the Nordic countries, Denmark is the one that spends the most 
money in child care, followed closely by the other four. France 
and Britain also rank high on the OECD (Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development) list. The US and Japan 
spend well below the average. In the US, women get no 
maternity leave at all. It is the only rich country where there  is 
no national program.

Finland has excellent public child-care provision and generous 
family leave. Men also get a special leave when they become 
fathers, up to a month. Local authorities must guarantee a place 
in centers for every child under three and parents with low 
incomes get it free. Centers provide breakfast and lunch. School 
hours for older children have similar schedule to the parents' 
work day, unlike Germany, for example, where most schools 
finish at lunchtime, hours before parents get home from work. 
Finland regularly scores very high in the OECD PISA rankings for 
educational achievement.

Scandinavian mothers usually go back to work within a few 
months of giving birth. But this doesn't necessarily have to be 
negative for the children. In Denmark, where they have first-
class child-care facilities with qualified staff, studies have found 
no ill effects on children's behaviour in their first year. Being in 
formal child care may actually be good for children, especially 
when they come from underpriviledged background. This has 
proved to be true in France, for instance, where pre-school 
attendance at an école maternelle from age two seems to have a 
positive effect on later academic performance.

Despite having the highest taxes in the world -as the 
result of the expansion of the welfare state- Nordic 
countries are also among the richest in the world. 
Family-friendly policies might increase welfare because 
they ease everyday life for families with young children 
and they facilitate women’s career plans. Iceland, for 
example, has both the highest employment rate (86%) 
and the second highest fertility rate. The policies also 
contribute to women becoming economically more 
independent of their husbands and reduce child poverty. 
Eurostat surveys always find Nordic countries at the top 
of the satisfaction scale as well, while Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, France and Italy appear as the least satisfied.  

Sources:

Special Report by
The Economist

(November 26th 2011) 

telegraph.co.uk
revolutionhealth.com

repec.iza.org

Women and Work 



The Blanket Octopus is a fascinating animal with a beautiful 
defense mechanism. The males have an almost irrelevant 
existence because they are only a few centimeters long and 
die shortly after mating. They store sperm in a specially 
modified arm which detaches itself during mating and 
crawls into the mantle of the female to fertilize her eggs. 

Sources:
pinktentacle.com
tolweb.org
tumblr.com
wikipedia.org
creepyanimals.com
reefbuilders.com

Females, however, can grow to over 2 meters in length and 
when they feel threatened, a set of arms tucked within their 
bodies unfurls a spectacular scarf-like net that connects the 
dorsal and dorsolateral arms. When spread, this webbing 
makes the animal look much bigger than what it really is, 
scaring potential predators.



Whether it is celebrated in an derelict nuclear reactor or forgotten military 
towns, The KaZantip is not a festival, it is an imaginary republic in the form of a 
rave that lasts two months. What started as a windsurfing competition, back in 
1992, has evolved into the biggest electronic music celebration in eastern 
Europe, attracting more than 100,000 people, mostly from Russia and Ukraine, 
and a host of international DJ's. The first “Night at the Reactor” party was held 
near a nuclear power station in the Ukrainian peninsula of Kazantip that was left 
unfinished after the Chernobyl disaster. 

In 2000 the festival was forced to look for another location and it adopted its current name, The 
Independent Orange KaZantip Republic. It has a president, responsible among other duties of 
appointing himself every year. He is also responsible for the sound, light, love and good humour. 
It has ministers, a constitution and you need a special visa to get in. The tiny utopian republic of 
only about 2km2 exists virtually in Popovka, the sleepy ex communist holiday destination, on the 
Black Sea coast of the Crimean peninsula. It exists in a parallel reality where the official religion 
is the belief in the reality of miracles. Last year The Kazantip Republic admitted that all its 
citiZens were completely insane and proclaimed itself a lunatic asylum.

Despite its size, the republic boasts 6 dance floors, 30 bars 
and restaurants, areas for open air cinema, kitesurfing 
stations and temporary architectural structures oufitted 
with light and sound for big concerts. It has been compared 
to Ibiza and Burning Man, although it has a very specific feel 
to it. It is populated mostly of pretty girls, DJ's and dancers, 
but it is less of a festival and more of a celebration of sexual 
freedom. There are not that many drugs and instead lots of 
vodka. There is also an important component of 
improvisation, because there is no official program and 
activities are announced only a few hours before the event. 
It also seems stuck somewhere in the 90's, but then again, for 
the Russians and Ukrainians that come to get totally wasted 
for two months, this is not about creating trends, this about 
total liberation. 
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vice.com



Inaugurated in 1911, this unique art nouveau excentricity overlooking the Black Sea in the city of Constanta 
-Romania- was once a bustling casino. It was designed by Daniel Renard, a 32-year-old Romanian architect 
of Swiss origin and a graduate of the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. The cosmopolitan casino attracted 
players from all over Europe and used to be the life of the city, located at the end of Elisabeta Boulevard, 
the only boulevard in Constanta at the time. Today, however, it is an empty architectural carcass by the sea.  

Sources: 
trekearth.com
wikipedia.org

skyscrapercity.com  
romania-insider.com 

surprising-romania.blogspot.com 
  



This gorgeous but crumbling building is a protestant church in Zeliszów, Poland, designed by Karl Gotthard Langhans in 1796. Built entirely 
of wood, it was colorful and beautifully decorated and included wooden benches for 4,000 people. After WWII all of the mostly protestant 
Germans who lived there left and the city was repopulated by Polish, who were mainly catholic. The church was never consecrated for the 
catholic service so it fell into neglect, and despite having been declared a historic monument in 2006, it is totally in ruins and probably 
unrecoverable now. Karl Gotthard Langhans also built another much more famous building in Berlin, the Brandenburg Gate.

Sources:
Martino Zegwaard (Flickr)
Frits Vrielink (Flickr)
Bartosz Stachurski
blog.jakubkazmierczyk.pl
wikipedia.org
foantje.com



This impressive work of architecture is located the Belgian city of 
Antwerp. It is a 1872 reconstruction. The original building dated from 
1531 and was an inspiration for Sir Thomas Gresham's Royal Exchange in 
London, opened in 1565. The 'handelsbeurs' (from the Dutch 
handel=trade and beurs=exchange) represents a glorious time in the 

thhistory of the city. Antwerp in the 16  century was basically the center of 
the entire international economy, tightly linked to the “Age of 
Exploration”. It was the richest city of its time. Hundreds of ships would 
arrive each day.

The architect was Joseph Schadde, who reconstructed the building after 
an 1858 fire. The style is late Brabant Gothic. It was built on top of an 
existing street intersection and probably had no roof in the original. This 
would explain the fact that the building has no complete façades to the 
city, only fragments can be seen from each of the four alleys leading to it.

Sources:
members.virtualtourist.com
wikipedia.org
archeonet.be
breevast.nl
maps.google.com
boisestate.edu
Frits Vrielink (Flickr)

The location of the Handelsbeurs, a few city blocks from the cathedral, in a 16th 
century map of Antwerp and in a modern Google Maps image.

Its design was probably based on Bruges' 
Beursplein which was an outdoor urban space 
surrounded on all four sides by galleries. The 
adjacent buildings would be used as warehouses 
to stock products. The fragment of the 16th 
century map of Antwerp above clearly shows the 
original open square with its roofed galleries and 
auxiliary buildings on its four corners.

After being an exchange it became an art school, a 
library and it also hosted flea markets, fashion 
shows and all sorts of celebrations. Then came its 
decadence. Owned by a real estate company, 
today it stands in total neglect, empty, 
dilapidated; a cavernous but proud ruin of a 
glorious past. There is a project to restore this and 
contiguous buildings and to turn them into a five-
star hotel. A great work of architecture recovered 
from ruin, but also a great loss for photographers 
and lovers of urban decay.



Georg Friedrich Händel is the most cosmopolitan theatrical 
composer of the Baroque. He is also the most versatile. Trained in 
Germany and Italy, he lived nearly 50 years in England, where he 
specialized in operas and oratorios. Messiah, Händel's best known 
work, was composed in 1741, in just 24 days. It is an oratorio, which 
means it is not musical theater, like the opera, but strictly a 
concert piece. 

With time it has become associated with Christmas, especially in 
England, but that was not the original intention. We sometimes 
lose sight of the fact that our traditions are nothing but an arbitrary 
mix of cultural elements that we appropriate and adapt to create a 
new reality. Händel's piece is based on texts from the Holy Catholic 
scriptures (King James Bible and the Book of Common Prayer) and is 
a commentary on Jesus' Nativity, Passion, Resurrection and 
Ascension, so its microcosm of Christian doctrine is in fact more 
appropiate for Lent and Easter, but annual performances and 
charitable benefit concerts at the Founding Hospital (for 
underprivileged children) made it a incredibly popular piece. 

So much, that many adaptations of the original were 
made, first by Händel himself, but also other 
composers, including Mozart. 

The Ridiculously huge Victorian performances, 
featuring thousands of performers, like the one 
pictured here in 1857, inside the Crystal Palace, 
became common. This performance had a chorus of 
2,000 singers and an orchestra of 500. These enormous 
events progressively strayed from the spirit of the 
original, which had modest vocal and instrumental 
arrangements. Regardless of these absurd 
exaggerations, Messiah, and its Hallelujah chorus at 
the end of the second act, are still today one of the 

thmost recognizable pieces of 18  century baroque 
music and Western culture.

Sources:
gfhandel.org

wikipedia.org



Sources:
lebbeuswoods.com

lebbeuswoods.wordpress.com
wikipedia.org 

egs.edu
riea.ch

cluster.eu

thAfter working for Eero Saarinen, one of the masters of 20  century American architecture, Lebbeus Woods, an architect 
and engineer, began to devote himself exclusively to architectural theory in 1976. Considered the avant-garde of the 
avant-garde, most of his explorations revolve around the design of systems in crisis, and the role of architecture as a 
political force in society. Beyond the post-apocalyptic aesthetic, his provocative visions are always politically charged.

Many of his early drawings, perhaps more inspiring than later work, portray a world of failed utopia and devastation in 
which buildings look like robots and you almost never see humans. One of his most famous scenes is shown here (right), the 
Neomechanical Tower (Upper) Chamber. Terry Gillam's production team closely imitated the piece for the scene of Cole's 
interrogation in the iconic film 12 monkeys, which also depicts a decadent and decaying future world. Lebbeus Woods 
sued because the image was clearly inspired in his work and was used without his consent, and although the conditions 
were not made public, it was a six-figure settlement. 

Apart from his academic work in several universities, Lebbeus Woods is a cofounder of the Bern-based Research Institute 
for Experimental Architecture, which according to its website advances architectural research “in response to changing 
political, economic, technological and cultural conditions in the contemporary world”.

“I am an architect, a constructor of 
worlds, a sensualist who worships the 
flesh, the melody, a silhouette 
against the darkening sky. I cannot 
know your name. Nor you can know 
mine. Tomorrow, we begin together 
the construction of a city”. 



Not many people know much about Lesotho, a small monarchy of only 2,067,000 
inhabitants. The small landlocked country is completely surrounded by the 
Republic of Southafrica and it is the only country that lies entirely above 1,000 
meters.
 
An estimated 85% of the population over 15 is literate, and unlike most countries 
female literacy is higher than male literacy (94%). Despite this, not all residents 
have access to vital services like healthcare, travel or educational resources. 
The 23,2% prevalence of HIV/AIDS makes it one of the highest in the world (3rd). 
It has a high mortality rate, mainly due to AIDS. 

49% of the population lives 
below the poverty line and it has significant levels of child labor. Its main trade 
partners are Southafrica and the US, because of several American apparel 
factories in Lesotho. 

Geographically it is mostly highland, with plateaus, hills and mountains. 
According to the CIA Factbook, of its 26 airports, only 3 are paved. Flat land is 
not very common in Lesotho, so more than airports, most are just airstrips, like 
the Matekane airstrip in this photograph. The little runway, at the edge of a deep 
mountainside gorge, often used by charity organizations and doctors to access 
remote villages in the area, is only 396 meters long, which is not enough for 
many pilots to get the plane airborne, so taking off frequently means diving off 
the 610-meter cliff and you start flying during the drop. Definitely not for the 
faint of heart. It is widely considered the world's scariest runway. 

Lesotho also has the highest rape 
rate of any county (91.6 out of 100,000 people). 

Sources:
nationalgeographic.com

maps.google.com
cia.gov (World Factbook)
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Novartis International AG came into existence when to Swiss laboratories Ciba-Geigy 
and Sandoz merged in 1996. Today the multinational pharmaceutical company ranks 
third in sales worldwide and employs more than 119,000 people. In the year 2001 
Novartis decided to transform the Saint Johann site, where it has its headquarters in 
the city of Basel -located between the river Rhine and the French border- from an 
industrial complex to a place of innovation, knowledge and encounter. Some buildings 
were remodelled and others were demolished to make way for new ones to house 
state-of-the-art laboratories and offices.

Some of the most renowned architecture firms in the world have participated in this 
unique project of transformation that encompasses 20 hectares. Architects like Frank 
Gehry, David Chipperfield, Tadao Ando, Rafael Moneo, SANAA, Kazuyo Sejima + Ryue 
Nishigawa and artists like Richard Serra and Jenny Holzer have created pieces for this 
campus. The masterplan by Vittorio Lampugnani preserves some historic buildings and 
includes landscaping and even absorbed an important city street that originally led to 
a border control. All the new buldings were built to eco-sustainable standards. 

The new campus offers Novartis' aproximately 10,000 employees in Basel -in the 
departments of Pharmaceuticals, Research and Development, Marketing and 
Administration- an idillic environment in which to work. Walking around the Novartis 
campus, however, you can't help feeling you are inside some sort of sterilized urban 
fantasy, an aseptic corporate Disneyland. 

Its perfect streets, that cold Swiss precision in the architectural details, the futuristic 
laboratories, the ultra-modern supermarkets, the impeccable lawns, all gave me the 
pleasant but also slightly eery sensation of walking around an uncontaminated set of a 
new Truman Show. The campus is not open to the general public. I could visit because a 
friend works for Novartis. 

Fast-growing companies are faced with many challenges, a key one 
being the necessity to find, acquire and retain talent. In 
pharmaceutical companies like Novartis there is a constant need for 
people who can manage new product launches, global distribution 
issues and R&D projects. The fact that at the heart of the complex is 
an extraordinary glass piece by Frank Gehry that houses the Human 
Resources department, a training center and an auditorium, shows 
very clearly the importance that the company places on its human 
capital. The extravagant building stands out like a diva surrounded 
by elegantly dressed orchestra musicians. Its shape, from above 
looks almost like a heart pumping life to the rest of the campus. 

The concept of emotional salary is difficult to measure but of 
utmost importance for companies. Put very simply, the more you 
improve the quality of life of your people, the less likely they are to 
want to defect. The Novartis campus is a brilliant example of this 
taken to a whole new level.

Photos:
Burckhardt + Partner
Ute Zscharnt
Thomas Mayer
Erich Meyer
Lukas Roth



“I am an old style architect, who is always dreaming of architecture as a 
monument, or as something with a symbolic presence. A piece of architecture 
to me, stops simply being a building and becomes a monument, when it 
converses with its surrounding and takes on the guise of a living thing, 
breathing, and functioning as a vital part of a city."

Shin Takamatsu's buildings have a mysterious quality to them. They look like machines. The result of a moment 
of incredible vitality of the Japanese economy -the 80's- Takamatsu's creations defy any type of 
categorization. His early works continue to be fascinating today, and his current work is just as bold and 
unpredictable, unlike the work of other architects who become slaves of their own style. Takamatsu simply 
never makes the same thing twice and has always felt completely free to experiment and play provocatively 
with metaphors and post-industrialist fantasies. His iconic buildings, some of which don't even look like 
buildings, include a concrete “locomotive” that houses a dentist's office and the Kirin building, a several story 
entertainment and cultural center featured in the Ridley Scott film Black Rain.

Sources:
takamatsu.co.jp
wikipedia.org
thecityreview.com

The Architectural Machines of Shin Takamatsu. Felix Guattari
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wikipedia.org
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Japanese are very serious about their fictional characters. The influence of manga 

and anime is everywhere, from music to advertising. To show their affection for 

them, fans have invented cosplay, a type of performance art in which they 

construct and wear extremely detailed and elaborate costumes and makeup based 

on their favorite character. Cosplay should not be confused with simply wearing 

costumes. The level of effort, time and money that goes into creating each 

costume goes far beyond any similar activity in any other country and is part of the 

culture. It is truly a form of artistic expression. 

Otaku, as fans call themselves, also spend considerable of time learning poses and 

dialogues to be able to transform themselves completely. They also hire 

professional photographers to immortalize them. Cosplay conventions and parties 

are not associated with carnival or Halloween and are not meant to celebrate any 

festivity. The only intention is to replicate a specific character. These conventions 

may include role-playing. The term is short for “costume play”.



Impressive spaces often occur not when an architect is trying to show off his skill but rather 
when engineers -and only sometimes architects- try to find solutions to functional problems. 

These are images of the hall of the changing rooms of the Zeche Hugo coal mine in 
Gelsenkirchen in western Germany, opened in 1875. The baskets and cages, called Kaue, hang 
from chains and contained the miners' clean clothes in the lower part and their valuables on the 
top. There were about 5,000 miners in the peak years working here. They would place their 
clothes in the cages and then walk naked to their lockers and put on their work clothes.  When 
filled, the cages would be pulled up and locked in place. The cages also made it possible to 
know immediately whether a miner was missing. In 1997 most mining stopped at the site, the 
shafts were filled and some of the buildings were demolished.

Sources:
Reginald Van de Velde
morse-exploring.blogspot.com
zeche-hugo.com
fatcap.com



“The earth is round, all the heavenly bodies are round; they all 
move on round or elliptical orbits. This same image of circular 
globe-shaped mini worlds orbiting around each other follows us 
right down to the microcosmos. We are even aroused by round forms 
in species propagation related eroticism. Why should I join the 
straying mass who want to make everything angular? I am going to 
pursue Galileo Galilei's philosophy: my world is also round.” 
 Luigi Colani

Luigi Colani always wears white and sports a characteristic handlebar 
moustache. Despite his Italian-sounding name, he is a German industrial 
designer who has tirelessly designed submarines, hovercraft, planes, trains, 
trucks, computers, cars and even coffins, for over 50 years. 

Flamoyant and passionate about his work, Professor Coliani, as he is usually 
referred to, produces streamlined objects that look sensual and eccentric. 
Although most of his designs are inspired by nature, his approach is far from 
superficial. He is a very serious and focused industrial designer who thinks first 
about the machine and the functionality, and only later about the final shapes. 
The Testa d'Oro model he built for Ferrari in 1989, for example, based on a 
Testarossa, is a clear example. It beat records of speed, reaching 351km/h (218 
mph). Other cars he has designed can go even faster, and need parachutes to stop 
them. After all, he did study aerodynamics and also headed the New Materials 
group at 

The Professor worked for almost 10 years in Japan and currently spends part of 
the year in China, teaching design. He considers that Europe and the US are 
quickly becoming obsolete in terms of design and thinks that China has the 
hunger, the technology, the optimism and the money to become the new world 
power in design.

McDonnell Douglas in California in the 50's.

Sources:
colani.ch

telegraph.co.uk
news.taume.com

wikipedia.org



Emilio Pucci, Marchese di Barsento, one of the most renowned fashion designers in the 50's, 60's 
and 70's, was born in 1914 to one of Florence’s oldest noble families. The man whose name was, 
and is still today, synonymous with bold, colourful geometric prints, had an already colorful life 
before becoming a designer. He was a sportsman, who swam, skied, played tennis and raced 
cars. At 17 he was a member of the Italian Olympic ski team. He was educated both in Italy and 
the US and he spent the years of wars as a bomber in the Italian Air Force and was a vocal 
defender of fascism. He was a close friend of Edda Ciano, Mussolini's eldest daughter, whom he 
smuggled into Switzerland along with compromising diaries of her husband, who turned against 
Mussolini. For this Emilio was arrested and tortured by the Gestapo. 

He was also the first person in his family to work in a thousand years. After WWII Italian nobility 
lost most of its privileges, and while some never even considered working, he decided to 
reinvent himself.

Emilio curiously began his designing career creating ski clothes for himself and a girlfriend. He 
was discovered in 1947 by a photographer of Harper's Bazaar Magazine while skiing in St. Moritz. 
Diana Vreeland, the editor of the American publication, impressed by the look, asked Emilio to 
design women skiwear for a story on European Winter Fashion. Pucci's stylized designs with 
stretch fabrics became an instant sensation. Although he received offers to manufacture them, 
he decided to set up a first boutique in the isle of Capri instead, a common destination for the 
jet set, in 1949. 

His clients included Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Sophia Loren, Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth 
Taylor. Always swimming against the current, he designed pants and tops that made women feel 
free and sexier. 

His dresses were mostly of silk jersey that was lightweight and 
travelling, as they could be folded into a small packet. Diana Vreel
dresses as so comfortable that it was “like wearing nothing at all”. 
rebellious aristocrat, who travelled, was educated and provo  
distintive colorful style to everything from tapered trousers and 
shirts, silk blouses, casual suits, slacks or sunglasses.

In 1970, Emilio Pucci successfully ran for Italian Parliament for th  
April of 1963. After his death in 1992 his daughter, Laudomia Pu  
under the Pucci name. The French  Louis Vuitton-Moet-Henne  
empire acquired 67% of Pucci in 2000. 

wrinkle free, ideal for 
and once described the
The brand embodied a 

cative. He applied his
shorts to resort dresses, 

e Italian Liberal Party in
cci, continued to design
ssy Group  luxury goods

 

Photos at the Palazzo Pucci in Florence and Jane Fonda in Pucci

Fluid lines in the Pucci 
Spring Summer 2012 collection
by Peter Dundas

Sources:
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wikipedia.org
fashionradicalsnews.com



Frank Shepard Fairey is the artist who designed the 2008 iconic “Hope” poster for Barack Obama's presidential 

election campaign. Being a skateboarder, his art was from the very beginning subversive. He started creating 

stickers, t-shirts, skateboards, and posters that he originally sold via black and white mail order catalogs. He has 

always been involved in branding, marketing and design. In 2004, Fairey with a long time friend also created a 

quarterly publication, Swindle, a magazine that documents pop culture, fashion, and music. 

Sources:
thecitylovesyou.com
wikipedia.org
thegiant.org

Shepard Fairey has publicly supported 

the Occupy movement in the United 

States, creating a new image. This time 

it's the face of a demonstrator wearing a 

Guy Fawkes mask, from the movie V for 

Vendetta, a sort of symbol of rebellion 

for a new generation. Shepard Fairey is 

one of the most influential street artists 

today and his work is exhibited in 

museums, including the National 

Portrait Gallery in Washington and the 

Victoria and Albert Museum in London.



Peter Thiel is an American businessman, co-founder of PayPal and an early investor of Facebook. As a venture 
capital investor he has seen his share of successes. He has helped a whole new generation of tech companies, 
including SpaceX, LinkedIn, Causes, RoboteX or Spotify. He has investments in biomedical companies and he funds 
longevity research. He also promotes a host of philanthropic, academic, and cultural institutions and companies, 
like the Commitee to Protect Journalists, the Human Rights Foundation, and the Seasteading Institute, which 
proposes experimenting with floating communities in the open seas to test  new forms of government. He also funds 
artificial intelligence, and works against violence through the Oslo Freedom Forum, among other initiatives.

In the year 2010, Peter Thiel created the 20 Under 20 Thiel Fellowship, with the aim to nurture the tech visionaries 
of the future. The original fellowship program gives 20 people under the age of 20 $100,000 to drop out of school and 
become world-changing visionaries. The only condition is that you commit full-time to your ideas and skip college. 
Last year more than 400 young people applied. 

For Peter Thiel, going to college gets in the way of entrepreneurship. After all, some of the world's most important 
inventions and technologies were created by independent minds working on their own. He also believes that there 
is a higher education bubble waiting to explode. The average college graduate ends up with at least $24,000 in 
student loan debt in the US, and one in ten has a hard time finding a job. A dysfunctional system. Of course this 
program does not solve the greater problem of the educational system, but at least it explores new possibilities, 
radically rethinking everything and allowing the participants to have a five-year head start, and without debts. 

The first members of the 20 Under 20 Thiel Fellowship, announced in May this year,  will pursue innovative scientific 
and technical projects, learn entrepreneurship, and begin to build the technology companies of tomorrow. During 
their two-year tenure, apart from the $100,000, each will receive mentorship from the Foundation’s network of 
tech entrepreneurs and innovators. The project areas for this class of fellows include biotech, career development, 
economics and finance, education, energy, information technology, mobility, robotics, and space. 

Sources:
huffingtonpost.com
thielfoundation.org 
foundersfund.com

seasteading.org 
thielfellowship.org

Education systems throughout the world have rapidly become obsolete and 
necessarily have to evolve. Although solutions like this cannot be applied massively, it 
is through this kind of initiatives that countries can foster and harness creativity, 
entrepreneurship and competitiveness for bold young people with ideas.



We are familiar with the works of Aldous Huxley or Geoge Orwell, 
but Russian science fiction and literature are almost unknown to 
us, perhaps due to the fact that during the Soviet era free 
expression was not allowed or was strictly controlled. Science 
fiction authors were considered in many cases second rate in their 
own country. The genre did not really exist other than for 
propaganda and to exhibit the accomplishments in the space race 
with the West, especially the United States. It was only after the 
Cold War, and after the death of Stalin, when Russian authors 
started to write openly about their society. 

“Science fiction was never just entertainment, it always reflected 
an ideological stance.”

Tehnika Molodezhi magazine began publication in 1933 and quickly 
became hugely popular among young people. Its name means 
“Technology for the Youth” and covers science and technology, and 
during the Soviet era it also started to publish the work of science 
fiction writers. It was during this period where its covers became a 
marvellous means for illustrators to portray their utopian visions of 
the future, in a unique blend of art and science. During the Cold 
War, Tehnika Molodezhi covers also served to show the advances in 
modern weaponry. In the 70's the visuals became almost  
psychedelic. The magazine is still published today.

It should be stressed that science has always been viewed in a different light in 
Russia. "Nauka", the Russian word for science, does not correspond to the strict 
English or German equivalents. "Nauka" has to do more with the pursuit of 
knowledge in a much wider sense. It is linked to ethical behavior, patriotism and 
passion. In this sense, science in Russia, and its representation in visual arts and 
literature, even in the atheistic Soviet period, is related to a more profound, 
almost religious conscience. There was this strong conviction that humans could be 
perfected, and according to Professor Jose Alaniz, of the University of Washington, 
many of the science fiction works produced in the Soviet era centered “on the 
notion of Utopianism, an important part of Russian religious thought”. 

Sources:
darkroastedblend.com
cesnur.org
washington.edu
wikipedia.org



Yasumoto is one of the most original contemporary dancers in 

Japan today. She did not stu
dy Butó or contemporary dance 

and her work cannot be classifie
d as Japanese. And neither is 

it Western. She actually started dancing in discos in Tokyo and 

in Senegal. She became a choreographer in 2001. She's unique 

because she trascends dance and often blends her work with 

that of other artists
. She is experimental and captivating, and 

audiences never know what to expect from her. In her 

performances  she combines, intuitively and with great 

ingenuity, influences from popular culture to produce an 

unpredictably personal work.

Sources:
japonia.es 
precog-jp.net 
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This is considered the heaviest wave in the world, and the one 
with the thickest lips. It is called Cyclops and is located off the 
coast of Esperance, in Western Australia. The extreme change in 
depth in the ocean floor causes a monster wave when the giant 
slab of water crashes into the coral reef below. So hard is the 
impact that the wave acquires a unique and distintive shape 
whose brute force causes it to engulf itself before crashing into 
the shallow reef. Sometimes it doesn't even look like a wave. 
Transworld Surf website describes it best: “most times you'll see a 
wave here so deranged in shape that you'll probably shit your 
pants”.

The type of wave, according to surfingatlas.com, is Death Pit. It 
forms a near vertical wall and breaks with incredible speed and 
fury. It is so dangerous it is almost exclusively a bodyboarding 
wave. Surfers, that have to be towed in, can't wear a leash, 
because it is so shallow that if they wipe out, the wave would drag 
them across the reef.

If all this were not enough, gigantic 8-meter white sharks 
populate these deep Australian waters too. And if you were to 
have an accident, it's a two-hour boat trip and then a 5-hour car 
drive to the nearest hospital. 

In this photograph by Andrew Buckley (Reuters), 25-year-old 
Australian, Kerby Brown, rides the wave of his life, a 40-foot 
beast. He was lucky, he only tore a shoulder muscle.

Sources:
surf.transworld.net
sixty40.co.za
reddit.com
surftherenow.com
russellord.com



Swedish brands
Recorded Future
Aga Khan
Burning Man
Christo

Some of the articles in the next issue of BMR:

Photograph by Melanie Lawson at nationalgeographic.com


