
When French Nicolas Sarkozy asked Christine Lagarde to join his cabinet 
in 2007, as Minister for Economy, Industry and Employment, she was 
already the first ever female Chairman of global law firm Baker & 
McKenzie. She is a respected antitrust and labour lawyer and today, as 
first female Managing Director of the Intenational Monetary Fund, she's 
considered the 9th most powerful woman in the world by Forbes 
magazine (2011) and part of a very exclusive club of women that include 
Dilma Rousseff or Angela Merkel. She certainly looks the part, poised and 
elegant, calm and reassuring, reflexive and charming, her skin looking 
permanently tanned in contrast with her silver hair. 

After Dominique Strauss-Kahn's very public downfall and resignation, as 
a result of a sex scandal, Christine Lagarde was immediately mentioned 
as a possible successor, and she received the support of Britain, India, 
the US, Russia, China and Germany. From her first day on the job she had 
very complicated issues on the table, and her no-nonsense style was 
evident from the start and some statements she made angered many, 
especially in Greece. It was in an interview with British newspaper The 
Guardian, where she basically described Greeks as rampant tax dodgers 
and ruled out any breathing space from the austerity measures the 
country faced.

She is a hard-working woman, with a strong and elegant presence, firm 
in her convictions and obviously someone who speaks her mind. She is an 
outsider to politics in France, because she did not attend the prestigious 
École Nationale d'Administration, where most high-ranking French 
officials and politicians are groomed. She also never distinguished in 
math, being more a lawyer than an economist. Being an outsider gives 
her a better perspective of things probably.

As Managing Director of the IMF, Christine 
Lagarde faces incredible challenges, like world 
economies on the brink of collapse, especially in 
Europe. She still has four years to go, but it will 
not be an easy ride for sure. It will be full of 
dangers and crises. And we need leaders.

Will Miss Lagarde be one of those leaders, and 
will she help fix the mess that we men created?


