
True, whenever he needs a car, Bond usually steals it, or MI6 
conveniently provides the vehicle. But what if James 
actually had to pay to rent a car? What credit card would he 
use? Well, if he had to use one, it wouldn't be far-fetched to 
imagine that he uses a Centurion.

 Also known informally as the black card, the Centurion is a 
credit card with special characteristics issued by American 
Express to a very reduced group of its clients. The card 
provides its holder access to a very exclusive range of 
benefits, which -depending on the country- could include: 
dedicated concierge and travel agent, complimentary 
companion airline tickets on international flights on 
selected airlines, personal shoppers at retailers such as 
Escada, Gucci, and Neiman Marcus, access to airport clubs, 
first class flight upgrades, dozens of elite club 
memberships, free nights in Mandarin Oriental hotels 
worldwide, privileges at hotel chains like Ritz-Carlton, 
Leading Hotels of the World, Amanresorts and access into 
the Virgin Atlantic Flying Club Gold.

The Centurion existed as an urban legend for years before 
it was actually created. The rumours described an 
American Express black card that could buy you practically 
anything and had virtually no limits. In 1999 American 
Express decided to invent such a card. 

The card was initially only available to select users of the 
Platinum card. The annual fee for the card is $2,500 with an 
additional one-time initiation fee of $5,000. You must have 
spent a minimum of $250,000 on your American Express 
card over a 12 month period.

The card itself is made of anodized titanium and although it 
feels thicker than other cards, it really isn't. However, due 
to its increased stiffness it is sometimes more difficult to 
run through a credit card reader than a normal plastic card. 
It can also set off airport metal detectors if the sensitivity 
calibration is set too high. 

We all know that James Bond, that smooth and sophisticated ideal of a man 
with a penchant for pretty women and fast cars, is a secret agent that does 
not need authorization to eliminate his opponents. After all, that is 
precisely what the double-0 prefix means, that he can use his discretionary 
licence to kill in the performance of his duties. 

Common sense tells us that a man of his condition and responsibility, should 
also have license to spend. Because none of us would enjoy watching a 
Bond not being able to pay for dinner, would we? Or having to go through 
the mundane embarrassment of having some bartender inform him that his 
credit card has been rejected after a couple of Martinis. 

The average age of a Centurion holder is 49. 94% 
of primary cardholders are male and they have 
an average of 3.3 properties. Their average 
household income is €653,000 and their average 
total net worth is €4.5 million. They have an 
average disposable monthly income of €8,800.  

In Casino Royale we actually see Bond giving 
what seems to be a black credit card to the 
receptionist of a hotel in Bahamas. American 
Express is not in the credits of the movie, but 
then again, they probably wouldn't want to 
anyway. So we can only speculate that he is in 
fact using a Centurion.

One final fact about the Centurion, the card is 
issued exclusively by invitation. Only a few 
thousand people around the world can really say 
they are card holders. 

She's like James Bond, don't try to find her, she 
will find you.
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