
On the 17 August 1661, a 22-year-old Louis XIV attended a party like 
no other. Nicolas Fouquet, his Surintendant des finances organized 
an memorable event to conmemorate the completion of his 
marvellous new château at Vaux-Le-Vicomte, a task carried out by a 
small army of 18,000 men. Three villages had to be flattened and 
levelled to construct the castle and its gardens. 

Sculptors François Girardon and Nicolas Legendre were hired to help 
Charles Le Brun with the decoration for the event. On that gloriously 
sunny day, André Le Nôtre himself, who would later be hired to 
design the gardens at Versailles, accompanied the royal entourage 
around the premises. The fountains, parterres, grottos, terraces, 
canals, the statue of Hercules and the calculated reflection of the 
château's dome on the pond, awed everyone. The dinner was 
prepared by the great François Vatel. The celebrations included 
theatre by Molière, dance, comedy, ballet and spectacular 
fireworks that illuminated the sky as far as the eye could see. 

Nicolas Fouquet, already considered a corrupt minister, could not 
imagine that this display of splendour would convince the King and 
his advisers that he was misusing the money he received in the form 
of credit from the crown. 

Only a couple of weeks after the event, the King ordered one of his 
musketeers, D'Artagnan, to arrest Fouquet. He was brought to trial for 
financial misdealings.

Many believe that this was the way for the young Louis to show everyone 
that no one should try to eclipse the King, or maybe he was just simply 
jealous. Fouquet was in fact arrested on the monarch's 23rd birthday. 
The process lasted three long years, and in the end Fouquet was not 
executed, as was the King's desire, but sentenced to 15 years in prison in 
Pignerol -in the Alps- where he would ultimately die. Louis then 
proceeded to loot Vaux; tapestries, brocade and silver ornaments were 
taken away and even young trees were removed and taken to Versailles, 
where the King had started to expand his château there. 

Vaux-Le-Vicompte is one of the most incredible architectural 
experiences in France. The complex relationship between the château 
and the other secondary buildings, the sequence of gardens, the 
carefully studied perspectives, optical illusions and surprises, like the 
moat, hidden from view until the very last minute, make it a unique 
place. It was also the perfect showcase for master gardener André Le 
Nôtre, who went on to become the King's gardener and was 
commissioned his most important work at Versailles.
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