
We are familiar with the works of Aldous Huxley or Geoge Orwell, 
but Russian science fiction and literature are almost unknown to 
us, perhaps due to the fact that during the Soviet era free 
expression was not allowed or was strictly controlled. Science 
fiction authors were considered in many cases second rate in their 
own country. The genre did not really exist other than for 
propaganda and to exhibit the accomplishments in the space race 
with the West, especially the United States. It was only after the 
Cold War, and after the death of Stalin, when Russian authors 
started to write openly about their society. 

“Science fiction was never just entertainment, it always reflected 
an ideological stance.”

Tehnika Molodezhi magazine began publication in 1933 and quickly 
became hugely popular among young people. Its name means 
“Technology for the Youth” and covers science and technology, and 
during the Soviet era it also started to publish the work of science 
fiction writers. It was during this period where its covers became a 
marvellous means for illustrators to portray their utopian visions of 
the future, in a unique blend of art and science. During the Cold 
War, Tehnika Molodezhi covers also served to show the advances in 
modern weaponry. In the 70's the visuals became almost  
psychedelic. The magazine is still published today.Техника - 

It should be stressed that science has always been viewed in a different light in 
Russia. "Nauka", the Russian word for science, does not correspond to the strict 
English or German equivalents. "Nauka" has to do more with the pursuit of 
knowledge in a much wider sense. It is linked to ethical behavior, patriotism and 
passion. In this sense, science in Russia, and its representation in visual arts and 
literature, even in the atheistic Soviet period, is related to a more profound, 
almost religious conscience. There was this strong conviction that humans could be 
perfected, and according to Professor Jose Alaniz, of the University of Washington, 
many of the science fiction works produced in the Soviet era centered “on the 
notion of Utopianism, an important part of Russian religious thought”. 
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