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While some may claim to be the first in creating red-soled 
shoes, wearing red shoes actually goes back a long time. Red 
was already associated to power in ancient Rome and Egypt. 
The crimson colour of the cape of Roman centurions was 
possible using a very expensive dye made from the dried bodies 
of the female insect Kermes vermilio. The emperor, however, 
would use the even more exclusive purple. It took ten thousand 
Murex mollusks to make dye for just one toga. Tyrian purple dye 
was worth more than its weight in gold in Rome. Cardinals still 
today wear crimson and bishops wear purple. Red is said to 
represent the “blood of martyrs who died for Christ” and 
purple “royalty”, but a much simpler explanation is that they 
simply kept the order of hierarchy of Romans. 

In Bizantium the colour red in shoes was reserved exclusively 
for the emperor. In an Imperial portrait in military dress, Basil II 
is shown wearing red knee-high boots. Court life in the 
Bizantine empire resembled a sort of ballet and included very 
precise ceremonies and special forms of dress for many classes 
of people, colours often representing different political 
factions. These colours had in previously represented the old 
chariot racing teams. As in the court of Versailles, elaborate 
dress and court ritual was probably an attempt to distract from 
political tensions. 

There are many theories that try to explain why the Pope wears 
red shoes. Some say that it has to do with the liturgy:  originally 
priests would wear matching chasuble (the outer vestment) and 
shoes depending on the day's liturgy, and  changes in the calendar 
made the colour red more common. Other explanations include: 
red as the colour of power, the most expensive and therefore 
more exclusive, red representing the blood of martyrs, the 
passion and love of Christ, red as protection against destruction 
and death -israelites painted their door jambs with the blood of 
sacrificed lambs to fend off the angel of death. There are even 
more extravagant explanations. What is clear is that no one really 
knows why the Pope wears red shoes. 

Something that we do know is that the devil wears Prada. 
However, we don't know for sure if the Pope does too. He has worn 
Serengeti and Gucci sunglasses. But Prada simply won't confirm or 
deny the rumours about him wearing red shoes of the famous 
Milanese fashion house, and neither will the Vatican, but we do 
suspect he probably has at least one pair. As we can see in these 
images, Popes wear shoes from a variety of brands, some of them 
official providers to the Vatican. The shoes here have been 
designed for but not necessarily worn by the popes.

Above, from left to right on the three rows:

First pair by Sergio Segalin, following four by Adriano Stefanelli. 

Annibale Gammarelli, Antonio Arrelano, Annibale Gammarelli, 
Tridentinum di Pietro Siffi and Antonio Arrelano.

First three pairs by Tridentinum di Pietro Siffi, last pair by 
Calzaturificio Gianfort

 Below:

Benedict XVI a pair of moccasins, shoes by Moreschi.
Master shoemaker Adriano Stefanelli from Novara gives Pope 

Sources:   dieter-philippi.de, wikipedia.org, roman-colosseum.info


