
Driverless trains have been around for some time now; cities 
like Ankara, Bangkok, Barcelona, Copenhagen, Detroit, 
Dubai, Hong Kong, Las Vegas, Sao Paulo or Tokyo have at least 
one fully automatized line. The advantages of automatic 
trains are clear. Trains can be shorter and run more frequently 
(arrival time is shown in seconds rather than in minutes) 
without increasing staff and costs, the service frequency can 
be adjusted to meet sudden unexpected demands like sports 
events or trade fairs, and they are much safer than traditional 
trains -none has ever had a serious accident. Intruder 
detection systems are also more effective than humans in 
stopping trains if there is something on the tracks. Train 
turnover time at terminals can be extremely short, reducing 
the number of trains needed. There are financial savings in 
both energy and wear costs as well, because the trains are 
driven to an optimum specification.

In November the RATP (Régie Autonome des Transports 
Parisiens) announced the first driverless trains on Line 1 of 
the metro in Paris. Opened in 1900 for the Exposition 
Universelle, this line is the oldest in the city and connects 
the east and west of the city along 17 kilometers of track, 
carrying up to 725,000 passengers per day. It took 4 years 
of renovations, and for the first time in a project like this a 
line was automated without any major disruption to the 
service, which was an incredible challenge for engineers. 
Some traditional trains will continue to run until complete 
automatization of the line in 2013. Line 1 includes some of 
the most important tourist attractions in Paris, the most 
important tourist destination in the world. These include 
the Bastille, the Tuileries Gardens, the Louvre, Place de la 
Concorde, Champs-Elysées, Arc de Triomphe and the high-
rise district La Défense.

The trains have been equipped with intercoms to allow 
contact with a command centre supervisor at all times. 
Thanks to cameras installed on board, supervisors can 
instantly assess live situations and take decisions in real 
time while staying in contact with passengers. Trains have 
also improved lighting and have been outfitted with air-
conditioning.

But, does the automatization of Line 1 mean that all its 
drivers will be out of work? Well, this is France, after all, so 
the issue is delicate. While in the mid and long term it is 
likely that drivers will disappear altogether, Line 1 will be 
keeping all of its 242 drivers, for now at least, and is 
retraining them to circulate the platforms and the trains, 
providing help or assistance. 
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