
This impressive work of architecture is located the Belgian city of 
Antwerp. It is a 1872 reconstruction. The original building dated from 
1531 and was an inspiration for Sir Thomas Gresham's Royal Exchange in 
London, opened in 1565. The 'handelsbeurs' (from the Dutch 
handel=trade and beurs=exchange) represents a glorious time in the 

thhistory of the city. Antwerp in the 16  century was basically the center of 
the entire international economy, tightly linked to the “Age of 
Exploration”. It was the richest city of its time. Hundreds of ships would 
arrive each day.

The architect was Joseph Schadde, who reconstructed the building after 
an 1858 fire. The style is late Brabant Gothic. It was built on top of an 
existing street intersection and probably had no roof in the original. This 
would explain the fact that the building has no complete façades to the 
city, only fragments can be seen from each of the four alleys leading to it.
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The location of the Handelsbeurs, a few city blocks from the cathedral, in a 16th 
century map of Antwerp and in a modern Google Maps image.

Its design was probably based on Bruges' 
Beursplein which was an outdoor urban space 
surrounded on all four sides by galleries. The 
adjacent buildings would be used as warehouses 
to stock products. The fragment of the 16th 
century map of Antwerp above clearly shows the 
original open square with its roofed galleries and 
auxiliary buildings on its four corners.

After being an exchange it became an art school, a 
library and it also hosted flea markets, fashion 
shows and all sorts of celebrations. Then came its 
decadence. Owned by a real estate company, 
today it stands in total neglect, empty, 
dilapidated; a cavernous but proud ruin of a 
glorious past. There is a project to restore this and 
contiguous buildings and to turn them into a five-
star hotel. A great work of architecture recovered 
from ruin, but also a great loss for photographers 
and lovers of urban decay.


