
PRINCE OF PRINTS
Emilio Pucci, Marchese di Barsento, one of the most renowned fashion designers in the 50's, 60's 
and 70's, was born in 1914 to one of Florence’s oldest noble families. The man whose name was, 
and is still today, synonymous with bold, colourful geometric prints, had an already colorful life 
before becoming a designer. He was a sportsman, who swam, skied, played tennis and raced 
cars. At 17 he was a member of the Italian Olympic ski team. He was educated both in Italy and 
the US and he spent the years of wars as a bomber in the Italian Air Force and was a vocal 
defender of fascism. He was a close friend of Edda Ciano, Mussolini's eldest daughter, whom he 
smuggled into Switzerland along with compromising diaries of her husband, who turned against 
Mussolini. For this Emilio was arrested and tortured by the Gestapo. 

He was also the first person in his family to work in a thousand years. After WWII Italian nobility 
lost most of its privileges, and while some never even considered working, he decided to 
reinvent himself.

Emilio curiously began his designing career creating ski clothes for himself and a girlfriend. He 
was discovered in 1947 by a photographer of Harper's Bazaar Magazine while skiing in St. Moritz. 
Diana Vreeland, the editor of the American publication, impressed by the look, asked Emilio to 
design women skiwear for a story on European Winter Fashion. Pucci's stylized designs with 
stretch fabrics became an instant sensation. Although he received offers to manufacture them, 
he decided to set up a first boutique in the isle of Capri instead, a common destination for the 
jet set, in 1949. 

His clients included Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Sophia Loren, Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth 
Taylor. Always swimming against the current, he designed pants and tops that made women feel 
free and sexier. 

His dresses were mostly of silk jersey that was lightweight and 
travelling, as they could be folded into a small packet. Diana Vreel
dresses as so comfortable that it was “like wearing nothing at all”. 
rebellious aristocrat, who travelled, was educated and provo  
distintive colorful style to everything from tapered trousers and 
shirts, silk blouses, casual suits, slacks or sunglasses.

In 1970, Emilio Pucci successfully ran for Italian Parliament for th  
April of 1963. After his death in 1992 his daughter, Laudomia Pu  
under the Pucci name. The French  Louis Vuitton-Moet-Henne  
empire acquired 67% of Pucci in 2000. 
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Photos at the Palazzo Pucci in Florence and Jane Fonda in Pucci

Fluid lines in the Pucci 
Spring Summer 2012 collection
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