
Although these American women are definitely stories of political 
thsuccess, the truth is that the US ranks only 90  worldwide in 

percentage of women serving in the national legislature. US 
politics is still very much a world of men. Compare that to Finland, 
where at times there has been a majority of women ministers. But 
then, Nordic countries have always been different. Iceland, for 
example, has not only a female Prime Minister, Jóhanna 
Sigurðardóttir, she's also the world's first openly lesbian head of 
government. 

Women are still a minority today as heads of state, but at least two 
of them are running very powerful countries. Merkel in Germany 
and Dilma Rousseff (number three on the Forbes list) in Brazil. 
India, the world's most populous democracy (1.210 million people) 
and one of the largest economies, has a female president, Pratibha 
Patil. Bangladesh, a country with 161 million people, is run by 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Wajed. Thailand, which has 67 
million citizens has also a female Prime Minister, Yingluck 
Shinawatra.

Beyond these figures and statistics, and without even discussing 
women's style of government -usually less confrontational and 
more inclusive and social, and better in communication- the 
effects of having women in power have been studied and 
quantified. It creates a role-model effect and changes perceptions 
of what girls are expected to achieve in society. 

New studies have shown that places where quotas for female 
politicians have been in place for years, teenage girls tended to 
set higher goals for themselves and parents were 25% more 
likely to have more ambitious goals for their daughters, which 
in turn reduced even more the gender gap. In villages with only 
men leaders (in the same country) there was an enormous 
divide in expectations for girls and boys. Girls were 32% less 
likely to want to complete school. Undeniably, women in power 
have a powerful and inspirational effect.

The Scandinavian countries have a very high representation of 
women in politics, among the highest in the world. Today 
women constitute 40% of the members of parliament in 
Sweden, 34% in Finland, 38% in Norway, 34% in Denmark and 25% 
in Iceland. At the other extreme, the worst places to be a 
woman in the world are Pakistan, where only 3% of legislators 
and managers of companies are female; and Yemen, 2%. 

Hillary Clinton, who has actively pursued empowering women 
throughout the world as part of her role as Secretary of State, 
once said “there cannot be true democracy unless women’s 
voices are heard”. After seeing what men are capable -and 
uncapable- of doing, it's about time that more women had a go 
at ruling. I align myself with Ted Turner, the American media 
mogul and philanthropist, who advocates that men should be 
barred from public office for 100 years in every part of the 
world. It is also time for a female Secretary General at the UN.

Hillary Clinton is without a doubt one of the most powerful 
women in the world today. The second, in fact, behind German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, according to Forbes. Before her, two 
other women occupied the post of US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright (1997-01) and Condoleezza Rice (2006-09). 
However, it is Nancy  Pelosi -today Minority Leader of the House 
of Representatives- who has been the highest ranking female 
politician in American history, because as Speaker of the House 
(2007-11) she was second only to the Vice President in the 
presidential line of succession.
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